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Each day, our team at the National Aviary goes above and 
beyond for birds. No matter the challenges—which have 
been plentiful in these last two years—our team provides 
outstanding care for our flock, always. Outstanding care is 
at the center of all that we do. It is the reason that, again 
in 2021, we earned accreditation from the Association 
of Zoos and Aquariums, the gold standard for our field, 
which we have maintained continuously since 1984. It is 
the reason the National Aviary is here today, embarking 
on the 70th Anniversary of our founding. We take pride in 
our work and feel immense responsibility to provide the 
highest standards of care because our birds deserve it.

With your support last year, we exceeded expectations 
through the continued uncertainty of the COVID-19 
pandemic. We sustained our operations while keeping 
safety top of mind. We helped our community maintain a 
connection to nature and continued to deliver our mission. 
And, we ensured our birds continued to thrive, even 
during unforeseen circumstances. 

When Kodiak the Steller’s Sea Eagle got out of his 
habitat accidentally in September, we knew we had to do 
everything in our power to safely bring this special bird 
back home. Kody’s story resonated with the community 
as friends, family, neighbors, journalists, colleagues, and 
caring individuals across the country reached out to share 
their well wishes for Kody. Our entire team, together 

with our incredible community, worked tirelessly to 
ensure Kody’s safe return home. This experience, though 
extremely stressful and challenging, brought our team 
together and brought us closer to the community we 
serve, whose support helped lead to a happy outcome 
for Kodiak. Today, Kody is relaxing in the care of our 
compassionate team in a beautifully renovated habitat!

Now, we look ahead to a year full of possibility.  
We’re commemorating our 70th Anniversary all year 
long with a beautiful hardcover book and exciting special 
events, including the return of our signature fundraiser, 
Night in the Tropics. With the reopening of our eagle 
habitats, guests can officially welcome Kody back. Soon, 
we will begin renovations of the Wetlands to restore its 
innovative structure, improve sustainability, and create 
exciting new features for our guests and birds to enjoy. 
We will continue to launch immersive seasonal themes 
with even more opportunities to connect with nature.  

We are truly grateful for your support of the 
National Aviary. You have made a difference.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Tracy 
Executive Director

Letter from the Director
Dear Friends,



Animals at the National Aviary  
require individualized care to play their 
important role in fulfilling our mission. 
In 2021, Dr. Pilar Fish and the highly 
skilled National Aviary veterinary team 
provided top-of-the-line medical care 
to our 500 birds and mammals, ranging 
from routine preventative procedures  
to revolutionary treatments for illness  
or injury. 

The National Aviary’s Veterinary Hospital develops 
leading-edge techniques that are shared around the world. 
The first avian blood bank was established at the National 
Aviary in 2012, when Lianni the Andean Condor received 
a blood transfusion from multiple donors at the Aviary. 
This protocol was later successfully used to provide 
transfusions to three wild condors in Ecuador, helping to 
protect a vulnerable population. The blood bank is still a 
valuable, life-saving tool at the Aviary today, and in 2021, 
a Green-winged Macaw received a transfusion to treat 
potentially life-threatening, advanced anemia, a common 
condition in birds.

This dedication to individualized care spans all life stages 
for animals at the National Aviary, from prenatal through 
geriatric, and encompasses everything from daily care to 
groundbreaking surgeries and procedures developed right 
here in Pittsburgh and used throughout the world!

Saving Lives with a  
Valuable Veterinary Tool



Last summer, Pittsburgh residents didn’t need a passport 
to experience the arid deserts, lush rainforests, and 
rocky coastlines of the African continent. The National 
Aviary’s summer season, Journey to Africa Presented by 
Peoples, offered opportunities for guests to explore the 
incredible biodiversity of the continent through iconic bird 
species like Red-billed Hornbills and African Penguins. 
Our staff planned a summer of dynamic and engaging 
daily programs, many included with admission. These 
experiences helped visitors get close to amazing birds  
and learn about our shared roles in protecting these 
species and their vital habitats.

The launch of Journey to Africa was complemented by 
the debut of the National Aviary’s new immersive bird 
show, African Adventure Presented by AAA Travel. A guided 
journey through the many habitats of Africa, the show 
joins gorgeous video footage, thematic music, and the 
presence of live birds like Black Kites and Grey Crowned-
cranes flying, waddling, and gliding close to guests in the 
Helen M. Schmidt FliteZone™ Theater. On the savannah, 
two Hooded Vultures fly out overhead, and audiences 
learn that this species has declined at an alarming rate 
in the wild, going from a species of Least Concern to 
Critically Endangered in just over a decade. During a  
visit to the South African coast, an adorable African 
Penguin, Endangered in the Wild, waddles just feet  
from the audience. 

Introducing visitors to vulnerable species is part of 
our mission to inspire respect for nature through an 
appreciation of birds. But, it’s not enough for them 
to understand the threats to these animals. Through 
conservation messaging woven into all of our programs, 
our visitors learn the ways they can contribute to the 
preservation of species like African Penguins by  
choosing sustainable seafood and reducing their  
use of single-use plastics. 

During their Journey to Africa experience, our guests 
learn that almost everyone is carrying a small piece of the 
African continent with them: coltan, a mineral used in the 
production of smart phones. The unsustainable mining 
of coltan is leading to habitat loss for already vulnerable 
species and has profound impacts on human well-being, 
as well. We partner with electronics recycling company 
Eco-Cell to offer recycling of old phones and tablets to help 
reduce the demand for coltan. 

Throughout the summer, thousands flocked to the 
National Aviary for Journey to Africa Presented by Peoples 
and left with unforgettable encounters with some of the 
African continent’s most amazing birds and the tools to 
help contribute to a brighter future for Africa’s wildlife.

Journey to Africa 

Presented by



Pittsburgh Neighbor Nights

The National Aviary strives to inspire visitors to help save 
birds and protect their habitats, presenting the highest 
quality family recreational experience that a zoological 
institution can offer. To help provide access to this 
important service for those disproportionately impacted 
by financial hardships created by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Aviary launched a new program in 2021, Pittsburgh 
Neighbor Nights.

Pittsburgh Neighbor Nights offered our community a 
consistent opportunity to experience the National Aviary, 
its birds, and its programming for free. Once each month 
beginning in January 2021, the Aviary remained open 
until 7 p.m., adding a two-hour block to the end of the day 
with free admissions. Evenings included full access to our 
free-flight habitats, meet-and-greets with National Aviary 
birds, and a take-home craft activity. 

We were proud to work with our longtime One Northside 
For Every Student schools to ensure the program was 
accessible to the families who needed it most. By engaging 
students during school hours and encouraging families 
to visit the National Aviary during out-of-school time, we 
created a more holistic learning experience. 

The program grew in popularity throughout the 
year, and by December, we served 517 Pittsburgh 
neighbors! Thank you to The Grable Foundation for 
providing funding toward this critical program.

Increasing Access to  
Engaging Family Recreation



With his enormous yellow beak 
and talons, expressive eyes, and 
commanding presence, Kodiak the Steller’s  
Sea Eagle is one of the most recognizable birds in  
The Charity Randall Foundation Eagle Hall at the  
National Aviary, where he has thrived for more than  
15 years. This much-loved bird, also affectionately  
known as “Kody,” is an important ambassador for this 
species, which is considered vulnerable to extinction.

In September, Kody accidentally got out of his habitat.  
This was an extremely unusual and serious situation.  
We responded with the full force of our team, immediately 
mobilizing to get Kody back home safely. Our community 
sprang into action, too, calling in tips, sharing information 
from our official channels, and sending words of 
encouragement to our team. Those community tips  
helped our staff locate Kody and monitor him at his 
roost when he stopped to rest for the night, and we even 
camped out overnight to keep a watchful eye on him. 

Our community’s kindness and generosity during  
this incredibly trying time buoyed our team’s spirits 
and gave us hope. Members of our community showed 
such hospitality to our team as we searched their 
neighborhoods—some of you even brought us home-
cooked meals in the field or offered to send pizzas to our 
staff at the Aviary! 

Bringing Kody back home safely was a true 
community effort, and we are thankful to each  
and every person who lent their support. 

Now, Kody is safely back home at the National 
Aviary. His habitat is beautifully renovated, as is  
the adjoining habitat where two Bald Eagles reside. 
Thank you to Robert and Kim Fanelli for providing 
funding toward this critical renovation. 

Guests are excited to see Kody in his new habitat.  
We remain immensely grateful to you, and our  
entire community, for supporting us, and Kody.  
We are elated that this very special bird is back 
home, safe and sound.

Kodiak the Steller’s Sea Eagle



Donations

Admissions

Government Grants

Programs & Education

Merchandise Sales

Memberships

Facility Rentals

Fundraising Events

Other Revenue

31%

23%

19%

9%

8%

5%

5%

1%

1%

$7,254,567
Total Unrestricted Operating Support

$6,598,632
Total Expenses

Programs

General & Administrative

Fundraising

75%

14%

11%

people attended 99 special events at the  
National Aviary. Thank you for choosing  
the Aviary as your place to celebrate!7,860

During 2021, 76 community volunteers provided 
8,525 hours of service to the National Aviary, 
for a total value of $243,303.50! Without our 
volunteers’ generous support, our success  
would not have been possible. 

Thank you to all National Aviary volunteers!
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Congratulations and sincere thanks to  
Janet Robb, 2021 Volunteer of the Year!  
Janet has served more than 10,000 volunteer 
hours in her 10+ years of volunteering  
for the National Aviary. member 

households

270 participants from  
14 states hiked and biked 

3,460 miles during the 
inaugural Hike-A-Thon.

provided to local schools, youth  
groups, and community partners  
for a total value of $93,699
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Following the uncertainty of 2020, the National Aviary worked determinedly to adapt, grow, and reach new audiences in 2021, 
demonstrating resilience and persistence. The ongoing support of our generous donors, members, visitors, and friends continues  
to be instrumental as we recover from the pandemic and deliver our mission through animal care, conservation, and education.



Patti Rambasek and Rik Laird 
Inspiring transformational change 
Inspiring transformational change is nothing new to  
Patti Rambasek and Rik Laird. Both have dedicated their 
lives to helping those in need, at home and abroad—Patti, 
serving as the National Aviary’s Director of Development 
from 1997-2008, and Rik, devoting his time to the Peace 
Corps to help the most vulnerable in the Dominican 
Republic and Venezuela. They have an insider’s view of 
the impact people’s generosity has on the mission of a 
nonprofit organization. 

Patti and Rik have been loyal supporters of the National 
Aviary for many years, including more than 25 years as 
members! They visit often, attend programs and events, 
and are members of both the Donor Society and the 
Phoenix Society at the National Aviary. They supported 
the National Aviary during the uncertainty of the 
pandemic, and most recently through the Aviary’s Name-
A-Bird program, Rik surprised Patti by naming a Victoria 
Crowned Pigeon in her honor for their 40th anniversary. 
Over the years, they have made a big impact on the Aviary, 
helping us to provide care for more than 500 animals and 
supporting our conservation efforts around the globe.

We thank Patti and Rik for their decades-long  
generosity and dedication to our mission!

S. Kent Rockwell Foundation 
Partnering to increase bird diversity 
Throughout the spring and summer of 2021, the  
National Aviary embarked on a new field research 
opportunity. In partnership with the Foundation for 
Sustainable Forests (FSF) and with support from new 
National Aviary funder S. Kent Rockwell Foundation, 
Dr. Steven Latta, Director of Conservation and Field 
Research, began testing the efficacy of a sustainable 
forest management system used by FSF throughout 
forests in western Pennsylvania. FSF’s innovative 
approach encourages the growth of a multi-aged forest 
by harvesting small patches of trees rather than the 
traditional method of clearing large tracts of land. 
Throughout the research period, which runs through 2023, 
the National Aviary will be conducting valuable research 
on the impact this forest management system has on local 
bird species of conservation concern. Thank you to the S. 
Kent Rockwell Foundation for supporting this promising 
research and monitoring program!

DONOR SPOTLIGHTS



MARTIAL EAGLE 
($2,500+) 
Anonymous (3)
Cynthia Baily
Josh and Jacklyn Banyas
James L. Brainard
David and Elizabeth Brown
Richard Caruso
Donald and Gloria Casey
Jane and Michael Dixon
Kim and Robert Fanelli
Jeff Fisher
Michael and Eileen Flinn
Jon Gruber
Rahmon Hart
James Heery
Amanda Jones and Tyler Anderson
Matthew and Salina Kohut
Michael and Amy Long
Ginny Merchant
Leigh Barnes Metcalf
Brian and Sandra Moroney
Eric and Gina Ober
James and Susan Ralston
Patricia Rambasek and Richard Laird
James and Luanne Shock
Marshall Sklar
Elizabeth Spence
Louis and Kathleen Testoni
Cheryl and Rick Tracy
Estate of Lucienne Wald
James Wiltman
Yarone and Tiffany Zober

SNOWY OWL 
($1,000-$2,499) 
Timothy and Titina Adams
Anonymous (8)
Harold F. Balk, Esq. and Dr. Ingrid Wecht
William and Vivian Benter
Jennifer and Keith Bertetto
Bryan and Katrina Brantley
Judy Brunner
Lawrence and Amy Cooperstein
Verna Corey
Maris Dauer
The Honorable Patricia L. Dodge
Chris and Susan Farrell
Gary Gigliotti
John and Suzanne Graf
Amelia and David Grubman
Thomas and Song Kehoe
Madelyn Kleitch
Thomas and Christine Kobus
Joseph and Jeanne Laporte
Julia Laurin
Dave and Courtnay Looman
Patrick and Alice Loughney
Saundra E. Lumish
Thomas and Maureen Madden
Thea Manos
Richard T. McCoy and Mary L. Marazita
Michael and Libby Mascaro
Michael and Quynh McGuire
Blaine and Virginia McKinley
David and Judy McNally
Sally O. McVeigh
Madeline Miles
Hans and Ella Moravec
Prescott and Katherine Musler

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Nocito
Robert and Susan Obenour
Andrew and Cassandra Oehler
Sandra Preuhs and Larry Sachs
Carroll Quinn
Claire Helen Rex
Jerry and Laure Ritzert
John and Abby Sacco
Narahari Sastry
Ralph P. Schneider
Coral and Dale Sheldon-Hess
Nanette Spence and Jeffrey Geiger
Judy and Jim Stalder
Mr. Frederick W. Steinberg
Karen and Don Stump
Nancy Tuma
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner
George Weir
Bruce Wilderoter
Tom and Barbara Wiley
Gwo D. Yu
Susan Zeff and Ray McGunigle

SCARLET MACAW 
($500-$999) 
Anonymous (4)
Yoshio Arai
Patrick and Michele Atkins
Justin and Jeanine Ayers
Charles Baldwin
Allen Bowers and Susan Krouse
Katherine Byrne
Jean Callihan
Lee Cambria and Kathy Haefner
Linda Claycomb
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Ed and Sandi Cleary
Patrick Curry and Susan Campbell
Mrs. Sally Davidson
Timothy and Dyan Rowe Davis
Thomas and Maryanne Debies
Gennaro and Joni DiBello
Leigh Anne DiCicco
Michael Dishart and Jen Blyler
Jeanne Downey
David Eger
Jonathon and Judith Erlen
Jeffry and Karen Fink
Timothy and Joan Goetz
Matthew Gorman
Gordon and Anne Greene
Michael and Lisa Hart
Gale Hauck and David Rusbarsky
Robert and Jill Hench
Wyatt Herschell
Edward Hogan and Elizabeth  

Pagel-Hogan
Stephanie Hoogendoorn
Dr. Susan Hoppe and Dr. Michael 

Goodhart
Neal and Becca Huntington
Denise John
Sarah Jones
The Kalna Family
Jacob Kiss
Jeffrey Klamut
Joseph and Jennifer Klimchak
Randy and Carolyn Krakoff
Sandra J. Kuhlman
Jefferey and Elizabeth Lawrence
James and Cathy Lehman
Emil R. Liddell
Elsa Limbach
Emily Loeb and Lee Hammons
Gregory and Mary Marchetti
James and Jennifer Martin
William and Lynn McIlroy
Judie Minteer
Ms. Elizabeth Morgan
Nagy Nagiub
Laurie and Kenyon Nicholl
Shirley Nicholl
Shirley Olander
John and Eileen Olmsted
Jan Ornato

Mary Palmer
Chris and Christine Patton
Marlin Pease
Beth Piraino
Anna Marie Points
Jay Pollak and Cheryl Warman
Melvin D. Rex
Robert and Chelsea Rodgers
Kathryn Roeder and Bernie Devlin
Rob Rossi
Tracy Rostauscher
Rosemarie Salerni
The Scaltz Family
Joan Scheinholtz
Laurie Graham Shearer
Eloise Smith and Sharon Hadley
Aaron and Jamie Solak
James Spagnola
Kate St. John
Veronica Streever
The Stromberg Family
Kevin and Hannah Sullivan
Carol L. Tasillo
Paul Turcotte and Elizabeth Motyka
Cornelis and Monica Van Beek
Mr. Edward Weiler
Jeffrey and Cheryl Weisband
Sarah Wiggin
Jen Wildpret
Judith L. Wolfe and John H. Soffietti
Mr. John Wojtyna
Dennis and Pat Zerega

FOUNDATIONS AND 
GOVERNMENT
Adams Foundation, Inc.

Allegheny Foundation

Allegheny Regional Asset District

America’s Best Local Charities

Ampco-Pittsburgh Charitable Foundation

Anonymous

Basow Family Fund

Stacey Berg and Mary Brandt  
Charitable Fund

Bern Family Charitable Fund

Bison Foundation

Courtney Babcock Borntraeger 
Foundation

Jane Fox Bradley Fund of The Pittsburgh 
Foundation/Community Foundation of 
Westmoreland County

Bright Funds Foundation

The Buhl Foundation

Jack Buncher Foundation

The Bush-Haynes Family Fund of the 
Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund

Caterpillar Foundation

Charities Aid Foundation of America

Citizens Charitable Foundation

The Anne L. and George H. Clapp 
Charitable and Educational Trust

Cohen-Miller Family Fund

Colcom Foundation

Community Foundation Santa Cruz 
County

Joseph Alan Cope Charitable Gift Fund

Dollar Bank Foundation

Duke Family Foundation

Epic Metals Corporation Charitable 
Foundation

EQT Foundation

Equitrans Midstream Foundation

The Essential Foundation

Federated Investors Foundation, Inc.

The Herbert G. Feldman Charitable 
Foundation

Fisher Family Charitable Trust

Foundation for Sustainability and 
Innovation

The Giant Eagle Foundation

The Grable Foundation

Graf Family Charitable Giving Fund of 
The Pittsburgh Foundation

Irving and Aaronel deRoy Gruber 
Charitable Foundation

Richard and Dana Green Philanthropic 
Foundation

Alan and Marsha Groover Family Fund

Grupo Jaragua

Hillman Foundation

Honkus-Zollinger Foundation

The Roy A. Hunt Foundation

Jack and Jean Ann Jones Fund of The 
Pittsburgh Foundation

The Robert S. and Louise S. Kahn 
Foundation

Kerchner Family Fund, No. 2, of The 
Pittsburgh Foundation

PM - Lockhart Charitable Trust
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Mary’s Mix Fund

Massey Charitable Trust

Matczynski Family Charitable Fund

Katherine Mabis McKenna  
Foundation, Inc.

McKesson Foundation

Thomas and Lynn Merriman Gift Fund

Howard and Nell E. Miller Foundation

Morgan Stanley Global Impact Funding 
Trust, Inc.

Negley Flinn Charitable Foundation

Norbell Foundation

Pajeau Wildlife Foundation

A.J. and Sigismunda Palumbo Charitable 
Trust

Lewis A. and Donna M. Patterson 
Charitable Foundation

Pennsylvania Department of Community 
and Economic Development

Peterson Family Foundation

PNC Foundation

Posner Foundation of Pittsburgh

PPG Industries Foundation

The Charity Randall Foundation

S. Kent Rockwell Foundation

James M. and Lucy K. Schoonmaker 
Foundation

Schwab Charitable

Grant M. Shipley Gift Fund of The 
Pittsburgh Foundation

David Solosko and Sandra Kniess Fund

Stalder Family Trust Fund of The 
Pittsburgh Foundation

Daniel M. Tabas Family Foundation

Tippins Foundation

Edith L. Trees Charitable Trust

U.S. Small Business Administration

UK Online Giving Foundation

Smith Van Stone Fund of The  
Pittsburgh Foundation

V. Wayne and Cordelia Whitten Barker 
Fund of The Pittsburgh Foundation

Vermont Center for Ecostudies

Vorsheck Family Foundation, Inc.

W.I. Patterson Charitable Trust

Robert and Mary Weisbrod Foundation

The Wildenhain Family Charitable Fund

David M. Zubrow Family Gift Fund

BUSINESSES AND 
ORGANIZATIONS
AAA East Central

Accenture LLP

Amazon Smile

Atria’s Specialty Catering

Avalotis Corporation

Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP

Basket of Pittsburgh

Bedford County Bird and Nature Club

The Benevity Community Impact Fund

The Birdwatchers Store

BNY Mellon Community Partnership

Butler Garden Club

Chemistry Communications, Inc.

Chewy

City of Asylum

Customink LLC

Desmone Architects

DICK’S Sporting Goods

Dollar Bank

Duolingo

Employers Medical Access Partnership

Encompass Health Rehabilitation 
Hospital of Sewickley

Epic Metals Corporation

Excel Sportswear, Inc.

Facebook

FHLBank Pittsburgh

The Garden Cafe

Giant Eagle Inc.

Giant Oaks Garden Club

Goodr

Google

Google Matching Gifts Program

HBK CPAs and Consultants

Hefren-Tillotson, Inc.

Highmark

The Hillman Company

IBEW, Local Union No. 5

IBM Corporation

Jendoco Construction Corporation

Johno’s Art Studio

L.B. Foster Company

Laface and McGovern Associates, Inc.

Lenovo

Maher Duessel

Maria’s Ideas

The Mattress Factory

McKamish, Inc.

Medtronic

Microsoft

New York Life

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at CMU

PA Cyber Charter School

Paypal Giving Fund

Peoples Natural Gas

Perfido Weiskopf Wagstaff + Goettel

Pet Supplies Plus

Pittsburgh Steelers LLC

Profitable Practice Strategies

Redstart Roasters

Rivers Casino

RoundUp App

Sabika Inc.

Salesforce

Shopify

SSM Industries, Inc.

TD Ameritrade

Thatcher Realty Company

Thermo Fisher Scientific

Threadbare Cider House and Meadery

Trib Total Media

TriState Capital Bank

Tri-State Flooring, Inc.

United Way of Southwestern 
Pennsylvania 

UPMC Health Plan

Vitro Architectural Glass

W.G. Tomko, Inc.

Walmart

Weber Group

Wells Fargo Advisors

West Penn Laco, Inc.

Westmoreland Bird and Nature Club

The Wilson Group LLC KW23
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Your contributions support the National Aviary’s conservation, research, education,  
and avian medicine programs. To learn more, please visit our website or contact Laurie Nicholl  

in our Philanthropy Department at laurie.nicholl@aviary.org or 412-258-9470.
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through an appreciation of birds.
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