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feed your

backyard birds
% swinter

Why this is a great winter treat:

The bird seed contains all the nutrients birds
need to survive. The shortening or peanut butter
is high in fat, which helps the birds keep warm
in the cold winter months.
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ENCOUNTERS WiTH RAPTORS, FLAMINGOS

- The National Aviary is taking bookings for
= . two new interactive programs that give

& S‘ ' guests private, personal encounters with

-~ two very different classes of birds.

Raptor Experience is open

to ages 12 and up; a paying
adult must accompany

children and teens ages 12

16. The program runs from 8

am to 11 am daily, and advance
registration is required. The fee
for Raptor Experience is $100;
$90 for Aviary members. A photo
CD of the experience and Aviary
admission are included in the price.

"

RAPTOR EXPERIENCE, designed for
_ those with a fascination for birds of
- i, prey, allows guests the opportunity
to spend several hours working with
hawks, eagles, owls and vultures.

Participants go behind the scenes,
preparing food (not recommended for the

squeamish!), taking part in feedings, and assisting
in flight training sessions alongside the Aviary s professional
trainers. Guests learn about the physical attributes that make
these birds such outstanding hunters, from the specially designed
feathers that give owls their silent but deadly flight, to the speed
and agility of falcons and the razor sharp eyesight of eagles.

On the gentler side of the species
spectrum, the National Aviary s American
flamingos are interacting with guests in a new
program that has participants seeing pink.

FLAMINGO CONNECTION provides the rare

experience of walking among the National

Aviary s flock of flamingos. Guests climb down

into the Wetlands of the Americas exhibit and

enter the pond area for an extra close look at the

birds intriguing physical characteristics, from their
bring pink feathers to their slender legs and curved beaks.

“...seeing these birds up close and
assisting with their care is a ‘life
moment’ for many of our guests...”

Participants also gain insight on the challenges that wild
populations of these birds are facing as habitat and food
resources dwindle due to human population growth.

Guests observe the birds movements and feeding technique
(flamingos feed by scooping up fish and filtering the water
out of their beaks), while Aviary trainers talk about

) ) ) ) ) the birds behaviors and conservation status.
This program is an incredible experience for anyone drawn to

the beauty and power of raptors, says Animal Programs Director
Steve Sarro. We are finding that seeing these birds up close and
assisting with their care is a life moment for many of our guests,
particularly when they take part in flight training. Seeing these
majestic birds up close, observing their talons, their wingspans
and their incredible strength outside of an exhibit setting is
truly memorable.

(Continued next page)

Find information on
these programs and
more at www.aviary.org

Two new interactive programs that give guests
encounters with two very different birds
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ENGOUNTERS WITH RAPTORS, FLAMINGOS (coniues tom cown CASTIMEMBERS) 4 Welcomes

The Aviary s flamingos are curious and relatively unfazed by human Flamingo Connection takes place daily at
visitors, particularly Beaker, Sweetums and Piggy, all three of which 2:30 pm, and advance registration is
were hand-raised from birth. This trio usually strolls on over to greet required. The program fee is $30;
guests, checking out their clothing and giving them a gentle but $25 for Aviary members.
thorough preening.
For details on these and
other private interactive | % e PV A _ ! I e
encounters, including R ‘' 2 | - O 7 P, - R Y] MATTHEW BERARDI
Not many people can say that they have been preened by Trainer for a Day and G ' & 4 ' " Franco. Fr: heing trained
a flamingo, and guests really seem to enjoy the contact with Penguin Connection,
the birds, says Sarro. We assist guests with photos. as well, call 412.323.7235, . \ | . i
so that everyone can remember and share the experience. ) s T e - anc ach | i Ll :
x209, or email us at o 11 s o L e i et SUSAN FARRELL

In order to take part in a Flamingo Connection, participants must education.programs@aviary.org.
be able to climb down a three-foot ladder into the Wetlands exhibit.

Non-slip shoes are also required. The program is open to ages 10

and up; a paying adult must accompany guests ages 12 16.

“not many people can say that they
have been preened by a flamingo...”

SHAWN FOX
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To register for camps call v e e ~ chasing it. Ha . ats, rabbits, RANDY FRASINELLI

N CA Mp 412-323-7235 ext 209 or email

education.programs@aviary.org

SURVIVOR CAMP FEATHERS AND FUN CAMP _ | : ing, 4 . : % < JOHN GRAF

Come spend a wild week with the National Aviary. Campers will What s in an egg? Why do birds have feathers? Do parrots really

have the chance to examine the incredible ways that animals eat crackers? Make some feathery friends at the National Aviary s

survive in nature. The week will also be full of the campers own Summer Day Camp for 4 and 5 year-olds! Campers will learn what

outdoor adventures as they explore the world around them. makes birds unique through games, crafts, stories and up-close
visits from Aviary birds. A snack will be provided.

KEVIN MULLEN

Survivor Camp consists of off-site activities and field trips

during the second half of the week. Ages 4 -5
June 21 - 25, 2010

Ages 6 -8 Ages 9 - 12 9 am to 12 pm daily .

July 12 - 16, 2010 July 19 - 23, 2010 R i ey e R Y e bl ¥ N 2l 0, P X

9amto3pmdaly  amto3 pm daily Momters shogipn members 505 ashes. When she mat will - point top - School groups and KATHY TESTONI
Members $175, Non-members $195 ; : {3 Ty '
CAREER CAMP j ;

Are you a teenager that loves animals? Have you ever wondered what ¥ %0 T e ) .2 . : AN Zab B [FHrbE-
it takes to work in a zoo? Join other teens during the National Aviary s R {

new one-day Career Camps! Spend the day working with National

Aviary staff and the animals that call the National Aviary home.

Ages 13 - 15
9 am to 3 pm daily
INDIVIDUAL SESSIONS, SIGN UP FOR ONE OR FOR ALL!

July 9, 2010 — Penguins
July 30, 2010 — Raptors
August 6, 2010 — Parrots

Members $50 for each session or $125 for all three
Non-Members $60 for each session or $150 for all three




January

1

National Aviary is open regular
hours, 10 am - 5 pm

2

National Aviary events are canceled
due to construction of the new
Helen M. Schmidt FliteZone™
Theater (through February 28th).

March

National Aviary events return to
regular schedule.

For more information
on what’s happening
at the National
Aviary, please visit
our website at
www.aviary.org

ATTENTION! January 2 — February 28

National Aviary special events are canceled due to
construction of the new Helen M. Schmidt FliteZone™
Theater. Check our website for a list of our daily
events during construction.

13

o, HOOts in the Night
. 11lam 2 pm

Celebrate Spring

Forward with the

National Aviary as you
learn about birds that

go hoot in the dark. You Il

meet some of our nocturnal feathery

friends and learn about the unique

adaptations that help them thrive

in the night.

17

Green Bird
Scavenger Hunt
Happy St.
Patrick’s Day!

Pick up a Scavenger

Hunt sheet at the

Aviary to see if

you can nd all the green birds in
the ock. Children under 12 who

participate receive a take-away treat.

27

Meet the Easter Bunny
11 am 1 pm

Meet the Easter Bunny and have your
photo taken with him. Each child will
receive a special take-away treat.
Enjoy coloring and meeting some of
the Aviary s feathery friends. Free
with admission. Guests will take
their own photos.

April

Meet the Easter Bunny
11am 1 pm

Meet the Easter
Bunny and have
your photo taken
¢ with him. Each

L child will receive
~ a special take-

' away treat. Enjoy
coloring and
meeting some of
the Aviary s feathery friends. Free
with admission. Guests will take their
own photos.

22
Earth Day

Enjoy a special green-themed story-
time at 10:30 am in honor of Earth
Day, and learn how you can help save
the environment.

24

Party for the Planet
11am 2 pm

Enjoy special
animal encounters,
give-aways and
trainer talks, and
learn how you can
help protect our
planet Earth.

What’s Happening This Winter at the National Aviary

SAVE THE DATE
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Night in the Tropics
July 17, 2010
6 pm - 11 pm

While it s hard to think summer when
you re in a Pittsburgh deep freeze,
now s the time to mark your calendar
for the National Aviary s Night in the
Tropics. This annual sell-out event is
a fun and festive celebration of all
things warm and breezy, with guests
enjoying live music under the stars
and plenty of great food from area
restaurants. Plan now to join us!

Tickets: $50 7/ VIP $100
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2010

Feathered Jewels Gala
October 23, 2010

Westin Convention Center Hotel
6 pm

The honor of your presence is
requested for this special evening
benefiting the National Aviary and
its conservation education programs.

Black tie optional.

For information on these events,
call 412-323-7235 x213

FOR MOEE INFORMATION ON
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY

A worldwide celebration of the
planet earth, with special events
happening all across the region.

Rerinder!

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME

Don t forget to spring forward
at on !

The National Aviary extends its
heartfelt thanks to everyone
who supported us in 20009.
Many of you responded to our
year-end appeal with financial

contributions and the purchase

of memberships. Your gifts not only

enable us to continue breeding programs for critically
endangered and threatened species, they also make it possible
to care for the more than 700 birds that make their home at the
National Aviary. On behalf of everyone at the National Aviary

human and avian  we thank you for your support!







